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Bruttians (282 B.C.), when the consuls were hesitating whether
to begin the attack, an unknown youth of extraordinary stature
and beauty encouraged the troops to begin the assault on the
enemy's camp, and was himself the first to scale the wall.
When he was afterwards sought for, in order that he might
receive his richly merited reward, he had disappeared, leaving
no trace behind him. As it could have been none other than
Father Mars, the consul, Fabricius, decreed him a thanksgiving of
three days' duration.

Mars naturally received a due share of all booty taken in
war. Defeat was ascribed to his wrath, which men strove to
avert by extraordinary sin-offerings.

Popular belief made Mars the father, by a vestal virgin, of
Komulus and Eemus, the legendary founders of the city. His
wife appears to have been ]STerio; but she enjoyed no honours at
jRome.

In attendance on Mars we find Metus and Pallor, who answer
to the Greek deities already mentioned; and also his sister
Bellona, corresponding to the Enyo, who was worshipped in
Pontus and Cappadocia, though not in Greece proper. Bellona
had a temple in the Campus Martins.

The Campus Martius (Field of Mars), the celebrated place of
exercise of the Eoman youth, stretched from the Quirmal west-
wards to the Tiber, and was dedicated to the god of war.
Augustus, after the overthrow of the murderers of Caesar, his
adoptive father, erected a temple to Mars, which was built in
Greek style, and far surpassed in grandeur and splendour all the
other temples of the god. Three columns of it are still standing,
mute witnesses of vanished splendour. A large number of
religious festivities were celebrated in the month of March in
honour of Mars. The procession of the Salii formed the chief
feature of the festival; but there were also races and games.
On the Ides of October also a chariot race took place in honour